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Montreal, June 13, 2018

Nearly 106 000 visitors attended the 12th edition of
Quebec’s biggest celebration of science, an increase of 6 % over last year
This year, under the fascinating theme of robotics and artificial intelligence, the big celebration of science attracted
even more fans, young and old, with its renewed programming of interactive activities. The 2018 edition of the
Festival shone a spotlight on scientific entrepreneurship. A true source of inspiration, the Eureka! Festival has
maintained its status as an event that is not to be missed.
"After twelve years of promoting science, we are able to say that Eureka! has won over a loyal public
who have adopted it over time", says Yves Mauffette, the president of L’île du savoir.
"This great celebration of science has become a must for everyone with a desire to exercise their
curiosity. The twelfth edition has been a tremendous success, the culmination of the Festival’s years of
work and maturation. We are well on our way to becoming one of the biggest science festivals in
North America ", says Richard Deschamps, Vice-President of L’île du savoir.
"You would have to be a robot not to celebrate the tremendous success of the 12th Eureka! Festival.
Congratulations to the teams involved for delivering an event the way we like it at the Science Centre:
interactive, fun and educational! A special thanks to the volunteers: your involvement is greatly
appreciated. Now let's see if we can do even better in 2019!", added Isabel Dansereau, Executive
Director of the Old Port of Montréal Corporation.

A Few Numbers
105 660 visitors including nearly 4 300 school children
3 days of free interactive activities
More than 50 activities on the theme of robotics
52 collaborators, including 25 Montréal organizations and start-ups
31 lectures and shows presented by major science researchers
700 spectators cheering the return of the Génial! evening show, in partnership with Télé-Québec
26 hands-on creativity and experimentation workshops

-

5 thematic zones: the Rio Tinto Ingenuity Zone, the Desjardins Nature Zone, the Human Zone presented by the
Fonds de recherche du Québec, the Air and Space Zone, and the Techno Zone
More than 80 volunteers

Major Partners
L’île du savoir is proud to produce Eureka! with a partner as distinguished as the Montréal Science Centre. The
Festival also benefits from the invaluable financial support of several sponsors. Rio Tinto, the main collaborator for
this 12th edition and sponsor of the Ingenuity Zone; Desjardins and Nintendo Labo, zone sponsors; Télé-Québec,
the Festival's media partner; and IVADO, sponsor of the Main Stage.
Eureka! is made possible thanks to the collaboration of the City of Montreal, the Natural Sciences and Engineering
Research Council of Canada, the Ministry of Economy, Science and Innovation, Tourism Quebec and the Fonds de
Recherche du Québec. With the support of these loyal partners, L’île du savoir is able to keep this science
celebration going, keep it free and maintain its quality, offering a unique showcase to our local science institutions,
businesses and organizations.
Associate Sponsors
Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie, CAE, Concertation Montréal, École de technologie supérieure, Institut
National de recherche scientifique, Polytechnique Montréal, RoboCup International, The Albert Experiment,
Tourisme Montréal, Université du Québec à Montréal, Stéphane Lévin and Voiles en Voiles.
--------------------------------------------------About EUREKA!
Eureka! is the BIGGEST SCIENCE FESTIVAL in Quebec, bringing together young and old each year, whether they are
science buffs or simply curious. On the program: three days of fun and discovery and a host of FREE interactive
science activities. Since the inception of this great adventure in 2007, nearly 866 000 enthusiastic visitors, including
48 300 school children, have joined the celebration.

